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CHIEF MALKIN: It's 1609 hours. This 
is Battalion Chief Malkin of the Safety 
Battalion. I'm conducting an interview at 
this time with fireman first grade Edward 
Mecner, Engine 5. The interview concerns 
the events of September 11th, 2001. We are 
in the office at Engine 5. There is nobody 
else in the office. What follows now is the 
interview. 

A. I was getting off a 24. I worked 
Monday morning a tour, and I was on mutual I 
think Monday night. I was supposed to be getting 
off Tuesday morning at about 8:20 or 8:15 -- 
maybe about 8:00 Lieutenant Mitchell asked if 
there's a bagel shop. We got some bagels; we sat 
down. 

Approximately 8:30 we got a run. 
Lieutenant Paul Mitchell was relieved, as was 
Firefighter Burnside from Ladder 20. They had 
early relief. Someone came in already. We 
responded to a run at 8:30 on Irving Place and 
19th Street. 

I think it was a 10-33, smoke in the 


area, some general false alarm or something. 
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From there we were directed -- they said that 
there was an explosion at the Trade Center. We 
were directed to go directly there. 

I was the chauffeur that day. I 
started driving up 14th Street. I was going to 
turn left on Broadway. The member who ended up 
being missing, Firefighter Delvalle, said to take 
the west side. So I continued up 14th Street. 

AS we approached Sixth Avenue when you 
look south, you could see a big cloud of smoke, 
and at every big intersection, Seventh Avenue and 
Eighth Avenue, so forth, going West down 14th 
Street, you could see a big plume of smoke. So 
we knew this was something very serious. 

We got on the west side, and we made it 
down in the general area of downtown Manhattan 
and the Trade Center area. We parked the rig on 
West Street maybe three blocks north of Vesey. 
There were other rigs there, so we couldn't 
really get much further. 

The members of Engine 5 grabbed their 
rollups and irons, extra cylinders, which is 
procedure for a high-rise fire, and they 


proceeded down West Street going towards the 
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north tower. 

At that point I put my gear on out of 
the chauffeur's compartment. I grabbed a spare 
set of irons. I went down and I saw a chauffeur 
from 15 Engine and asked if he needed any help. 
He was on West and I think Vesey Street. He said 
he's okay. All the chauffeurs seemed to be okay. 

So I caught up with Engine 5, and we 
proceeded up I think stairway A. On 
approximately the third floor, someone said to go 
over and cross over to stairway C, that there's 
not as many people coming down the stairs, it 
will be easier to make our way up. 

We did that on about the third floor. 
We headed up to the tenth floor. I think we took 
a short break. We went up, and we stopped on the 
13th floor while everybody stopped and took a 
rest on 13. There was a water cylinder, and we 
all took a drink of water. Everybody said we're 
ready to go up again, so we started going up. 

We made it as far as 19. One of our 
members, Derek Brogan, started complaining of 
chest pains. We stopped at 19 and rested a 


moment. He said he felt better. We made our way 
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up to approximately the 23rd floor, where we 
stopped again. He started having recurrent chest 
pains. 

That's where I also saw some members of 
Engine 10 that I knew by name and a couple 
members of Ladder 9. One of them was also having 
some difficulty breathing and chest pains. 

Also at that point I guess someone 
called for Port Authority ESU. I guess the ESU 
Port Authority guys brought up some oxygen, and I 
believe they gave it to Don Casey of 9 Truck, who 
I saw. I saw Bruce Springstead from 9 Truck. 
Engine 10 members, I saw Mitch Castiglione and 
another member, I can't remember his name, all 
who made it out of the building, because I saw 
them later on. 

While we were on the 23rd floor, at one 
point I took off Don Casey's coat. I saw that he 
was having a hard time breathing. Derek's coat 
we took off, his turnout, because he was having 
the chest pains. I figured just to get the heat 
off him. It was pretty hot carrying all the 
stuff up. We found some water. 


Then within a minute or two, it sounded 
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like a missile was about to come through the 
windows, I guess maybe on every floor, but it 
sounded like it was going to come right through 
the 23rd floor. Everyone automatically just hit 
the deck, like you do in a war movie. 

We heard a crash and the ground 
shaking, and everybody kind of like -- when we 
realized we were okay, everybody kind of got up 
and were wondering what was going on. 

In a minute or two -- there was an 
order to evacuate. I don't know who gave the 
order. It was a verbal order. It wasn't over 
the radio. I didn't have my radio at that point. 

Q. Where was your radio? 

A. I left it on the rig when I was 
changing into my gear. I just put it there. In 
a hurry to catch up with the rest of Engine 5, I 
left it in the rig. I believe later on Richie 
Carletti, who came with Tom Lynn from Engine 5, 
they found 5 Engine and they saw my radio and he 
knew when he saw the radio and that the 
chauffeur's compartment was empty that I went in 
also. 


At that point after the crash and the 
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evacuate order, we began to descend the stairs. 
At about the fourth floor, there was a blockage. 
They couldn't make it across. Someone said to 
follow him, go across back to stairway A, I 
believe it was. 

We crossed the hallway on maybe the 
fourth floor or third, something like that, to 
stairway A. We got down to the lobby level. 
Lieutenant Bohack was there, Derek Brogan, Jimmy 
Andruzzi and myself. 

Now we were looking for Gerard Gorman, 
who was on the 23rd floor. We saw him with us, 
and he didn't come down. We waited about a 
minute, and Lieutenant Bohack gave us an order to 
get out of the building. 

We headed out on the west side towards 
West Street. There was either a construction 
worker or ironworker waving us out of the 
building, constantly looking up, ready to run at 
any second to get out of the building. So we 
didn't look up. We just ran towards West Street 
and where we had Engine 5 parked. So we ran in 
that direction. 


(Interruption. ) 
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A. At that point we walked up towards the 
rig, and then I believe they said to start 
running because the building was coming down. So 
we ran again towards the rig. I guess the south 
tower fell at that point. Maybe it already fell. 
I'm not sure. 

Q. The south tower was the one that fell 
and shook while you guys were upstairs. 

A. That must have come down already. 

Q. That came down. 

A. So at that point the other building was 

getting ready to come down, and they said run. 
So we ran towards the rig. I got in the rig. I 
had to back it out of the street, the way it was 
parked. I couldn't see, because it was kind of 
cloudy and there were still people running. 

Then Rich Carletti got in. My eyes 
were full of dust and stuff, so he got in and he 
backed the rig out. We parked it up another two 
blocks north. I don't remember the street now. 

I made sure -- 

CHIEF MALKIN: TI have to stop the 

interview to remove cell phones that are 


here. It's 1617 hours right now. 
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(Pause. ) 

CHIEF MALKIN: 1618 hours the interview 

resumes. 

A. The north tower started to come down, 
and we ran north maybe at this point five blocks 
north of Vesey Street. I saw Derek Brogan in an 
ambulance, the member that was having the chest 
pains. I asked him for his home number. I told 
him I would call his wife if I can. 

I walked up the street with some 
Civilians. I was just assisting them. We were 
walking up, and I was asking them their names and 
so forth. People were trying to get through on 
cell phones. They couldn't. 

I got Derek's wife's number. I wrote 
it down. I asked him if he saw Gerard. He said 
he did see Gerard Gorman, the member we were 
looking for that was on the 23rd floor with us. 
He said that he's also in an ambulance and he was 
taken to the hospital; I don't know which one. 

I was able to get to a factory building 
or there was a business -- I don't recall what it 
was. They let me use their phone, and I got 


through to Derek's wife. I left a message saying 
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he's okay, that he's in St. Vincent's, he's okay. 


Q. You talked directly to her? 


A. No. 
Q. You think it was a machine? 
A. I think it was a machine. So I just 


left a message saying Derek's okay. He's being 
taken to St. Vincent's Hospital, but he's okay. 
I think I asked for her to call if she gets the 
message, because we're having trouble getting 
through, to give my wife a call and say it's 
okay. I gave her the number. I believe I also 
was able to get through to my brother-in-law and 
tell him call everybody and say I'm okay. 

I came back out of the building. I 
found Lieutenant Bohack at the rig, Rich 
Carletti, Jimmy Andruzzi. We repositioned the 
rig on Church Street and I think around Liberty. 
We were looking for some hydrants that we could 
use. Most of the hydrants were out. Our rig was 
one of the few that was in operation at that 
point. 

We parked near I think Brooks Brothers. 
There's a store on Church Street. We found a 


hydrant that was out. There was a tower ladder 
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trying to get in position, so we were assisting 
with that. When we couldn't find any good 
hydrants, we walked the perimeter of both towers, 
looking to see if there was someone in charge, 
something to do. 

At that point Jimmy said he wanted to 
find his brother. He did see him, saw that he 
was okay. So then he came back and stayed with 
us the rest of the time. 

For the rest of the day we were mostly 
around Church Street in front of Brooks Brothers. 
I think it's south of Vesey Street a block or 
two. We were generally in that area trying to 
get water out of maybe some of the standpipes in 
the buildings. Then they said that the 47 story 
hotel building -- I think it's number seven -- 
was about to come down. 

We were around for the rest of the 
afternoon. At about 5:30 that did come down. We 
were in the area, so we ran down the street 
again. We ran east down whatever street we were 
on and ran east towards Broadway. 

Q. Would the map help you locate what 


street were on? Let me show you this map. This 
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is the north tower. This is Vesey Street, and 
seven is here. So where were you in relation to 
seven when it came down? 

A. Well, Trinity and Church actually turn 
into the same street. We were I guess right 
around Fulton. We might have been on Fulton or 
Dey Street. We were generally in this area for a 
lot of the time later on in the afternoon. I 
guess my rig might have been parked around Warren 
Street when we first arrived, maybe Murray. 

Q. So when seven started to collapse, you 
guys ran east on Fulton or Dey Street? 

A. Fulton or Dey, and we met up around 
Broadway. At that point it was maybe around 6, 
after 6, 6:30. We kind of had enough. So I 
asked the officer if we could get ready to go 
back. At that point there were plenty of units 
there. 

Jimmy Andruzzi and myself were there at 
that point for -- well, we worked 24 hours, and 
plus we were there for another 10 hours or so. 
That's going into 30-something hours of non-stop. 

Q. You were tired? 


A. Yeah. Plus we were in the north tower, 
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and that collapsed. Now this other building is 


telling you run for your life again. I think we 


had enough. 

Q. You didn't want to wait for the next 
one? 

A. We were there for the two of them. We 


said at that time we're tired, and they weren't 
really going to get much more out of us than what 
we can give. 

Q. What did the officer say? 

A. He said we're ready to go. 

Q. Did you go? 

A. Yeah, maybe in about the next 45 
minutes. Tommy Lynn was there at that point, 
Rich Carletti from Engine 5, a couple other 
members from Engine 5 that arrived sometime in 
the early afternoon. Wherever they were 
operating, I don't know. There were units from 
all over the city. It was hard to determine who 
was who and where everyone was. 

Then we came back. 
Q. Came back to quarters? 
A. Yeah, in I think a police van or 


something. They escorted about 15 of us. We all 
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piled in. When we came back to quarters, it was 
maybe 8:00 or something, 7:30, 8, and that was 
the end of the day. 

Q. I want to ask you, somebody in the 
lobby of the north tower ordered Engine 5 to 
start going upstairs. Were you with Engine 5 at 
that point in the lobby of the north tower? 

A. I just caught up with them. 

Q. Just caught up with them? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. So you didn't see who the chief was 
that gave the orders to go up or who they spoke 
to? 

A. No. I was just kind of in a hurry to 
catch up with the members. 

Q. You caught up with them. They had been 
given the orders to start going upstairs? 

A. Right. 

Q. And you followed along with them. 
Okay. 

Lobby conditions. Did you notice 
anything unusual in the lobby when you were 
there? Was there any fire in the lobby? 


A. No. 
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Q. Did you see the banks of elevators, 
what the conditions was over that way? 

A. I didn't look to see. I just tried to 
catch up. I saw them and they were headed 
towards I guess it was stairway A at that point. 
I just caught up with them and wanted to stay 
pretty much with them. 

Q. Do you remember seeing any other units 
that were with you or that you passed in the 
stairway on the way up? 

A. The only units I kind of recall seeing 
were the ones that were on the 19th floor and the 
23rd floor. I saw a couple members of Engine 10 
and the other members of Ladder 9 and a few Port 
Authority ESU units. That was about it. I don't 
remember seeing any other companies that I 
remember at this point. 

That was it. 

Q. That's about it? 

A. Yeah. I think like Manny Delvalle at 
some point maybe around the tenth floor, after 
the tenth or 13th floor, I don't remember seeing 
him on 19 or 23. I think he was assisting a 


Civilian. The last time I saw him was maybe 
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around the 13th floor. 

Q. Is he missing? 

A. He's missing, right. 

Q. On the way up, he stayed behind, 
assisting a civilian, and you got separated? 

A. I guess so, because when we were 
walking up the stairs, all turnouts look the 
same. You're just kind of walking up the line, 
and civilians were coming down the stairway as 
well. I asked a few what floor they came from, 
and I recall someone saying 84. One of the 


Civilians said 84. 


16 


I saw a restaurant worker. I asked him 


if he worked at Windows on the World, and he said 


no, he works in the sky lobby. I guess there's a 


restaurant, someplace up on 44 or 46, wherever 


the sky lobby is. 


Q. You guys were going up the A stairway, 


that you recall? 


A. We started off I believe in the A. At 


some point someone said there's less people in 


the C stairway, so we crossed over on around the 


third or fourth floor to the C stairway. Then we 


went up. 
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Coming down it was pretty much the same 
thing. We started down I believe in C, and then 
on the third or fourth floor there was a problem. 
There was something stuck in a hallway. We 
couldn't get down, couldn't continue down that 
stairwell. We crossed over to the A. Someone 
said this way, and we went down to A. 

Then we went to the lobby where we 
waited for -- we were waiting for Gerard Gorman 
at that point. He was the last guy we saw that 
wasn't with us. Then Lieutenant Bohack gave the 
order to get out of the building. We waited 
another minute, and then we did. A few minutes 
later it came coming down. 

That was pretty much it. 

CHIEF MALKIN: It is now 1627 hours. I 

want to thank Fireman Mecner for this 


interview. This concludes the interview. 


